The importance of psychosocial factors in the prevention of HPV infection and cervical cancer.
This article presents a review of psychosocial factors associated with the primary and secondary prevention of cervical cancer. Current research evidence convincingly links the presence of the human papillomavirus (HPV) to the development of cervical cancer suggesting that bringing together knowledge from the Papanicolau smear screening and HPV infection research may help formulate a new approach that bridges primary and secondary prevention strategies. Bringing together these 2 areas of research involves an understanding of the psychosocial factors that underlie both. This review will specifically focus on 3 areas of psychosocial research: (1) sexual behaviours associated with HPV infection; (2) knowledge, attitudes and beliefs associated with Pap smear and HPV screening; and (3) the role of the medical provider in facilitating prevention activities.